
Journey Itinerary 

DAY 1 Miami, USA 

Upon arrival you will be escorted to your hotel, where in the early evening you’ll join your Travcoa 

Educational Leader and fellow guests for an important briefing followed by a welcome cocktail reception 

and dinner at the hotel. 

• The Biltmore Hotel, Coral Gables (Miami) 

 

DAY 2 & 3 Cienfuegos & Trinidad, Cuba 

Following breakfast, we board our late-morning charter flight to Cienfuegos, Cuba. Upon arrival, we 

meet our Cuban national guide who will accompany us throughout our journey. Next, we visit the city of 

Cienfuegos, one of the few Caribbean cities to feature neoclassical architecture. This evening, take 

advantage of Travcoa’s exclusive Dine-Around Program.  

On Day 3, a scenic one-hour drive brings us to colonial Trinidad. Our guided interpretive walk through 

this 500-year-old town visits a rationing store where locals buy and barter for staples. Interact with the 

locals and learn about their daily life and the challenges of living in rural Cuba. Next, we dine on 

traditional Cuban cuisine at a local paladar (family-run restaurant), and converse with the owner and his 

family about his restoration efforts and private enterprise in Cuba. After lunch, visit a ceramic studio and 

meet with a local potter’s family; watch Afro-Cuban dance and music followed by a discussion with the 

performers; and meet a local babalao (high priest of the Santería religion). Back in Cienfuegos, we watch 

an inspiring performance by a gospel choir or chamber orchestra, and converse with the musicians 

before dinner at another local paladar. 

*Select dates include accommodations in Trinidad (instead of Cienfuegos). As such, Days 2 & 3 will reflect 

a slightly revised itinerary than the above. 

• Casa Verde / Perla del Mar, Cienfuegos 

• Iberostar Grand Hotel,Trinidad 

 

DAY 4 Santa Clara & Cayo Santa María 

This morning, travel north to Santa Clara, home to the Che Guevara memorial and museum. We visit the 

Santa Clara School of the Arts and interact with the teachers and their young students. After lunch, visit 

a local produce market to engage with the vendors and watch them barter with their customers. 

Afterwards, we continue north to Cayo Santa María. 

• Royalton Cayo Santa María 



DAY 5 Caibarién & Remedios 

Today we visit the seaside village of Caibarién to watch a performance by a municipal band and partake 

in an interactive discussion with the musicians. Next, meet with artist Mayelin Pérez Noa and other 

artists at her studio. Learn about their special techniques and artistic styles as well as Mayelin’s recycling 

and improvement movement which aims to promote the benefits of recycling to Cubans. Afterwards, 

we drive to Remedios and board a private vintage steam train for a ride to the agro-industrial Museo 

Azucarero Marcelo Salado. Interact with the museum staff and train conductors, and learn the history of 

the sugar industry in Cuba and its deep impact on Cuban culture. Following lunch in Remedios, board 

individual bici-taxis for an overview of the town. At the Iglesia Parroquia Mayor San Juan Bautista de 

Remedios (one of the oldest churches in Cuba), we meet with the priest for an interactive discussion 

about Remedios’ history, architecture and local customs, as well as the church’s involvement with the 

community. We also visit with the Director of the Museo de las Parrandas and local artists to learn about 

the annual Las Parrandas de Remedios festival, a vibrant street celebration, and visit the warehouses 

where the colorful festival costumes and decorations are stored. This evening, dinner is at leisure in the 

hotel.  

• Royalton Cayo Santa María 

 

DAY 6 Caleton, Ciénaga de Zapata National Park & Havana 

We travel southwest across the island toward Havana, stopping en route in the small village of Caleton 

which is located on the Bahia de Cochinos (Bay of Pigs). Here we have lunch at Casa Enrique, a 

private paladar in the home of a Cuban businessman, where the owner provides us with insight into the 

challenges and benefits of opening and running a private business in Cuba. 

Not only was Caleton an important site during the historic 1961 Bay of Pigs Invasion, it is home to 

Ciénaga de Zapata National Park, a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. The park staff will lead a discussion 

abouts this beautiful, protected area which is one of the most important ecosystems in Cuba. The Park 

has an impressive array of flora, mammals, reptiles and 161 species of birds, many of which are endemic 

to the region. Afterwards, we continue our drive to Havana, Cuba’s vibrant capital city, where dinner is 

at a charming restaurant. 

• Meliá Cohiba, Havana 

 

DAY 7 Havana – Politics, Cuisine & History 

This morning we take part in an informative and interactive discussion with a policy expert about the 

history and current state of U.S.-Cuban relations from both countries’ perspectives. Then, roll up your 

sleeves for a cooking demonstration and lunch at a local restaurant, where we’ll engage in discusssions 

with the restaurant staff about the Cuban restaurant industry, how and where the Cubans obtain their 



produce and equipment, and the challenges faced by restaurant entrepreneurs in both Cuba and the 

U.S.  Next, embark on a 2-hour interpretive walk of Habana Vieja (Old Havana), the 500-year-old heart of 

the city. This is home to one of the largest collections of Spanish-Colonial architecture in the Americas, 

and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We explore the four main restored plazas, the famous Plaza de la 

Revolución, Plaza de la Catedral, Plaza de Armas, and the Plaza Vieja, and witness the remarkable 

renovations and restorations. We also visit the Colegio Universitario San Gerónimo, the first Cuban 

university. Here we meet with a representative of the Office of the City Historian of Havana. Discussion 

topics include the restoration and conservation of Old Havana, the social policy and philosophy behind 

the project, and similar restoration and conservation efforts in the U.S. Tonight’s dinner is at a lively, 

traditional paladar in Old Havana. Afterwards, we attend a special cañonazo (cannon-lighting) ceremony 

at Fortaleza de San Carlos de la Cabaña.  

• Meliá Cohiba, Havana 

 

DAY 8 San Luis & Viñales – Exploring the Cuban Countryside 

Travel into rural Cuba today, where we stop in San Luis to meet the Robaina family and their staff to 

learn about growing and harvesting tobacco, as well as the cigar-making process -  from growing to 

drying to rolling the cigars. You’ll even have the chance to roll your own.  Dine on a traditional country 

lunch in the open ranchón (large dwelling), and engage in a discussion about daily rural life in the U.S. 

and Cuba with the family and their farm staff. Next, interact and converse with the locals in the small 

rural town of Viñales. From there, we visit an organic farm and meet the farm’s owner. He shows us his 

crops and we learn how he started and developed his farm, including his unique organic farming 

methods which arose from limited access to modern fertilizers and pesticides. Take a stroll through his 

extensive garden as you listen to his planting ideas and learn how he earns money to support his family. 

Tonight, take advantage of Travcoa’s exclusive Dine-Around Program.  

• Meliá Cohiba, Havana 

 

DAY 9 Havana – Community Projects, Art & Afro-Cuban Dance & Music 

This morning, visit the home studio of internationally known painter and artist José Rodríguez Fuster. 

Known as the “Picasso of the Caribbean,” Fuster creates the folk/primitive style of art known as naïve, 

working in a rather unusual medium — houses.  For more than a decade, Fuster and his son have 

transformed this quiet fishing village into a unique work of public art, with more than 80 houses 

adorned with ornate murals and domes to suit the personalities of the neighbors. Next we visit the 

Muraleando Community Art Project to meet with residents and artists who are part of the collective. 

We’ll learn how, through simple art classes, the locals have transformed the neighborhood into a “public 

art gallery” that features colorful murals. After lunch we board cocotaxis (the Cuban equivalent of an 

auto rickshaw) and transfer to the Museo de Artes Decorativas, which exhibits valuable works of 



European and Oriental art dating back from the 18th to 20th centuries. A private Afro-Cuban music 

performance in the gardens of the Museum, followed by interactive discussions on Santería and its 

traditions, wraps up the day. This evening, after dinner in Old Havana, we experience the Tropicana 

Club’s long tradition of exceptional Cuban-style entertainment. 

• Meliá Cohiba, Havana 

 

DAY 10 Havana – Literacy, Education, Gardens & History 

Today we visit the Museo de la Campaña de Alfabetización and meet with the project director and staff 

to learn about Cuba’s literacy movement. Next, we visit the University of Havana and meet with Cuban 

students and professors to discuss the systems of higher education in Cuba and the U.S. Lunch today is 

at Il Divino, a small paladar with impeccably maintained botanical gardens and an organic farm. Interact 

with the paladar owner and their family and learn about the commercial benefits they receive from 

their gardens and farm. Located not far from Il Divino is Finca Vigía, Ernest Hemingway’s home from 

1939 to 1960, and the fishing village of Cohima, the setting for Hemingway’s novel ‘The Old Man and 

The Sea.’ Hemingway had a great fondness for Cuba and its people, and the sentiment was mutual. For 

our last evening we have a special treat — a drive along the Havana Malecón waterfront in vintage cars 

to reach our farewell dinner location in Old Havana. This is a wonderful way to end our incredible 

exploration of Cuba’s history, culture and people. 

• Meliá Cohiba, Havana 

 

DAY 11 Miami & Depart for Home 

This morning we are transferred to the airport for our charter flight to Miami where you will connect to 

your flight home or on to your next destination. 

 


