
NEW ZEALAND

Sample Itinerary 



Wonders of New Zealand
A Bespoke Journey to Auckland, Rotorua, Nelson, Christchurch, 

Southern Alps, Franz Josef, and Queenstown 

JOURNEY AT A GLANCE 

Day Itinerary  Accommodation  Meals 
Day 1 Arrive Auckland Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour 
Day 2 Auckland Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour B 
Day 3 Rotorua Treetops Lodge & Estate B,D 
Day 4 Rotorua Treetops Lodge & Estate B,D 
Day 5 Nelson Edenhouse B,L,D 
Day 6 Nelson Edenhouse B,L,D 
Day 7 Nelson Edenhouse B,L,D 
Day 8 Christchurch Otahuna Lodge B,L,D 
Day 9 Christchurch Otahuna Lodge B,D 
Day 10 Southern Alps Grasmere Lodge B,D 
Day 11 Southern Alps Grasmere Lodge B,D 
Day 12 Franz Josef Te Waonui Forest Retreat B,D 
Day 13 Queenstown Eichart’s Private Hotel B 
Day 14 Queenstown Eichart’s Private Hotel B 
Day 15 Queenstown Eichart’s Private Hotel B,L 
Day 16 Departure Queenstown B 



DAY 1 
Arrive Auckland 
Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour 

Welcome to New Zealand! Your incredible journey begins with an early arrival into Auckland, 
New Zealand. You will be greeted at the airport and transferred to your accommodation, the 
Sofitel. In the heart of Auckland and overlooking Viaduct Harbour, Sofitel Auckland celebrates its 
waterfront location with sweeping marina views and spacious promenades that lead you to the 
bustling restaurant and shopping districts nearby. 

Situated between Viaduct Harbour and the new Wynyard Quarter, Sofitel Auckland Viaduct 
Harbour offers splendid views through stunning floor to ceiling windows and private balconies. 
This modern resort transforms comfort into an art form. The 172 luxuriously-designed rooms 
feature top of the line espresso machines, Bose sound systems, LCD televisions, exclusive ‘My 
Bed’ technology, and oversized bathrooms. 

After checking into your accommodation, freshen up before joining your private guide and start 
an entertaining guided walk around the central city of Auckland. There are rich encounters with 
almost 1,000 years of history since Maori first settled what they call Tamaki Makarau - "the land of 
many lovers". Your guide will offer insights into local culture, the city’s heritage, and the 
downtown areas that have been regenerated in recent years that are making Auckland one of 
the most vibrant cities in the world. 

The America’s Cup is the world’s oldest and most prestigious sporting trophy and ultimate 
yachting regatta. This afternoon set out on an America’s Cup sailing experience - become part 
of the crew and take the helm or simply sit back and enjoy the action as you sail down the 
Auckland Harbour. 



DAY 2 
Auckland 
Sofitel Auckland Viaduct Harbour 
Breakfast  

After breakfast at the hotel this morning, meet your guide for another day of exploring. Waiheke 
Island is 57 square miles of beautiful sandy beaches, native bush, vineyards, olive groves, and 
laid back seaside villages. Since the late 1970's Waiheke's benign Mediterranean climate has 
seen the growth of a flourishing wine industry. Fly by seaplane this morning to Waiheke taking in 
the scenery as you fly over the beautiful islands of the Hauraki Gulf. 

See art and nature unite at Waiheke’s unique Connell’s Bay Sculpture Park, a showcase for New 
Zealand sculptors. Enjoy a guided tour of this quirky outside gallery before joining a local guide 
for a fabulous wine tour. You will discover the big Bordeaux-style reds of Stony Ridge, Mudbrick, 
and other international award-winning wines. At the end of the day return by local ferry to 
Auckland. 

Spend this evening at your leisure at the Sofitel Auckland. Experience refined French and 
international cuisine at Lava Dining, featuring exclusive meals designed by renowned Chef Scott 
Brown. Have a casual regional meal or expertly-made espresso at 21 Viaduct Cafe, or unwind at 
the Sabrage Bar and toast to Sofitel’s fine French origins, tasting the finest champagnes, 
signature cocktails, and local wines. The activities in and around Sofitel Auckland Viaduct 
Harbour are endless. Take a load off and stroll around the city’s local shops and marina life, or 
relax with one of Sofitel’s famous spa treatments. 



DAY 3 
Auckland to Rotorua 
Treetops Lodge & Estate 
Breakfast and Dinner 

Enjoy breakfast this morning before you are met and transferred to the airport. Take a domestic 
flight to Rotorua, where you are met by your driver and private guide, and continue on to learn 
about Rotorua’s geothermal activity and Maori culture. 

Starting with a traditional mihi (welcome), by your local hosts and Maori guides, be entertained 
by captivating tales from Maori history and enjoy a guided tour of Ohinemutu, the region's 
original tribe settlement. The location was chosen for its lakeside setting and abundant 
geothermal energy for cooking, bathing, and heating. Visit the Marae (Maori meeting house) at 
Ohinemutu and learn of its significance within the local Maori tribe. See bubbling mud, geysers 
and steam rising from the sidewalks, and sample some kai (food), cooked naturally in a private 
thermal hot pool. 

After your tour transfer to your accommodation, Treetops Lodge and Estate. Nestled on 2,500 
acres of native old-growth forest, the picturesque Treetops Lodge and Estate invites you to relax 
in this natural wonder. Trout-filled lakes, chilled streams and cascading waterfalls dot the 
grounds - a haven for local birds and wildlife. Named by Conde Nast Travel + Leisure readers as 
one of the best lodges in the world, Treetops welcomes you their uniquely New Zealand lodge. 
The main lodge is the heart of the estate, housing a spacious dining room, games room, lounge 
and sunny conservatory with tall glass windows perfect for enjoying the scenery from indoors. 
Details like hand-carved overhead beams and copper lighting fixtures bring a touch of 
elegance to the main lodge, accented by local artwork and handicrafts that reflect the Maori 
culture and history of the region. 

Four cozy Lodge Suites each include en suite bathrooms, plush bedding, warm wood finishes 
and a light, airy decor that evokes the atmosphere of an intimate guest room at an old friend's 
home. In the Lodge Wing, groups and families may make use of the attached common area 
with a full kitchen, living and dining areas and views out onto the estate.  

This evening enjoy a delicious meal created by the chefs at Treetops, crafted from the freshest 
local ingredients. 



DAY 4 
Rotorua 
Treetops Lodge & Estate 
Breakfast and Dinner 

This morning at Treetops, enjoy a private safari tour into the heart of the 2,500 acre estate. 
Featuring 800 year old forests, deep hidden valleys and a variety of exotic birdlife, your guide will 
take you into the quietest corners where you have the opportunity to observe and photograph 
the wild residents. Stop to explore ancient Maori trails and study a variety of native and rare flora 
used by the ancient Maori for culinary and medicinal purposes. 

Spend the rest of your time here at leisure. The sprawling acreage of the estate is a playground 
for nature lovers. The forest is all around you and within minutes you can be at the start of the 
more than 40 miles of trails that wind through the Treetops Estate. Follow one of the guided 
walks, or plot your own course. Set out and explore through the forests, past geological marvels, 
and the timeless beauty of the Mamaku Plateau. Visit towering stands of Rimu trees or the 
beautiful Bridal Veil Falls, follow crystal-clear streams through leafy glades, or stand high on the 
valley rim, and take in the stunning view. You can also take a drive to Lake Taupo, the largest 
lake in New Zealand, for sightseeing and fishing.  



DAY 5  
Taupo to Nelson 
Edenhouse 
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

Transfer to Rotorua airport after breakfast and head south to South Island, boarding connecting 
flights to Nelson. Upon arrival you will be greeted by your guide and after collecting your 
belongings, set off for a private tour of Nelson’s art and culture. Your first stop is the World of 
Wearable Art Museum, chock full of award-winning creations gathered since 1987. Next visit the 
internationally acclaimed Hoglund Art Glass studio which has been in operation for 30 years. 
Take time to stop at some of the art galleries in the area to see local artists at work. 

Later in the afternoon transfer to your accommodation, Edenhouse. Neither hotel nor lodge, 
Edenhouse is a gracious luxury home within the beautiful Orinoco Valley of New Zealand’s South 
Island. This Tatler and Robb Report lauded bed and breakfast is an enchanting country retreat—
a slice of “Eden” surrounded by 48 acres of private grounds and the rolling Nelson Abel Tasman 
countryside, where wine, wild adventure, and natural wonders are plentiful. 

Cited by Tatler as one of the 101 Best Hotels of the World, Edenhouse epitomizes understated 
luxury as envisioned by owners and hosts Peter and Bobbie Martin. Reminiscent of an elegant 
yet contemporary English-style country house, this countryside manor accommodates a 
maximum of only six guests at a time, thus guaranteeing a level of personalized service and 
attention to detail from arrival to departure. Edenhouse has two spacious suites upstairs, both 
with lavish en-suite bathrooms and beautiful views of the Orinoco Valley, as well as a 
freestanding split-level cottage tucked away in the garden for those looking for a bit more 
privacy and space. All suites at Edenhouse are air-conditioned and feature pure Irish linen 
sheets, luxury bath amenities, well-stocked refrigerators, Sky televisions, wireless Internet access, 
and a certain carefully curated charm. 

Nestled in the stunning Orinoco Valley, Edenhouse is surrounded by 48 acres of private grounds 
and internationally acclaimed gardens personally designed by Bobbie. These rambling, 
manicured gardens are filled with several hidden courtyards, which act as cool oases in the 
summer, while the indoor sitting room, formal dining room, artist studio, den, and library provide 
cozy corners for warming up by the open fire in the winter. Whether enjoying a delightful home 
cooked breakfast sourced from the local land or indulging in an organic dinner in one of the 
many al fresco venues in the gardens, Edenhouse does not disappoint and pairs each of its 
meals with one of Nelson’s renowned labels. 



DAY 6 
Nelson 
Edenhouse 
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

Your private guide will collect you this morning, and your scenic journey starts immediately. 
Travel to the first of two wineries to meet wonderful wine creators and gain an appreciation of 
this renowned wine region, the elements of terroir, and the personalities and philosophies of the 
locals. Continue on to the beautiful Kaiteriteri beach and board your own personal water taxi to 
be transported to a stunning yet remote golden sand bay in Abel Tasman National Park for a 
gourmet lunch of fine, fresh local products. 

After lunch your host guides you on a short walk into the park and will delight you with historic 
tales and interesting stories of the diverse collection of native plants and their uses. From easily 
accessible vantage points, marvel at the stunning colors of the waters as the emerald tide 
moves over the rich golden sands. Discover hidden estuaries surrounded by bush and bay after 
golden bay, revealing the true essence of New Zealand’s most popular coastal national park. 

Return to the beach and it’s time to really relax and taste the very best of local wine varieties 
matched with the finest local produce—a delectable spread that can include hot smoked 
salmon, mussels, venison, cheese, or scallops. Once you are sated, you’ll bid farewell to this 
idyllic place to be returned to your accommodation for the evening. 



DAY 7 
Nelson 
Edenhouse 
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

Board your privately-chartered helicopter this morning and fly west into the heart of the 
Kahurangi National Park. Your first stop lands at a remote alpine location, where you can enjoy 
the peace and quiet of New Zealand's largest national park. From the mountains descend 
farther west to Westhaven Inlet and track the rugged north-west coastline for a landing on the 
beach, where you can explore sand dunes and eroded rock formations. Here you will sit back, 
relax, and enjoy a gourmet picnic lunch and glass of local wine. 

After lunch, your flight continues as you fly over Farewell Spit, Golden Bay, and the Abel Tasman 
National Park. This trip through the sky is a great way to appreciate the diversity of the north 
western tip of New Zealand's South Island. 

Return for your last evening at Edenhouse after a day of adventure. Edenhouse remains ever 
mindful of the need to unwind and offers a sense of idyllic serenity, as found in the gardens, with 
the resident Labrador Retriever, Chilli, and in the comprehensive in-suite spa treatment menu. 



DAY 8 
Nelson to Christchurch 
Otahuna Lodge 
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

You will be met this morning and transferred through the picturesque countryside to 
Marlborough. Visit a local winery for a private tasting before boarding your privately chartered 
luxury vessel, MV Tarquin, for a cruise on the Queen Charlotte Sound, one of the main Sounds 
that makes up the stunning Marlborough Sounds. Enjoy the sights and sounds of the area and a 
commentary from your skipper about the region. Visit salmon and mussel farms and indulge in 
some fabulous seafood and the superb Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. 

After your cruise, transfer to Blenheim airport and board a domestic flight to Christchurch. Arrive 
in Christchurch, often described as ‘the most English city outside of England’. You will be met at 
the airport and transferred just 20 minutes from Christchurch to one of New Zealand’s most 
important historic homes and best kept secrets: Otahuna Lodge.  

Built in 1895 as a homestead for New Zealand parliamentarian and horticulturist Sir Heaton 
Rhodes, Otahuna Lodge is modeled both in scale and design after traditional English country 
estates, and is hailed as a pristine example of classic Australasian architecture. Otahuna is both 
cozy and luxurious, emulating Rhodes' penchant for effortless splendor and country charm. The 
spectacular 118 year old gardens of Otahuna were laid out and cultivated under the direction 
of A. E. Lowe who trained at Kew Gardens, London. Wide vistas over lawn and lake contrast 
beautifully with intimate walks which wind through heavily wooded areas. The grounds of 
Otahuna Lodge are recognized as “A Garden of National Significance” by the New Zealand 
Gardens Trust. 

Perched among the rocky slopes of the Banks Peninsula, the lodge’s elevation offers stunning 
views of the Canterbury plains and Southern Alps. Appropriately, “Otahuna” translates as “little 
hill among the hills”. Sunny daffodils welcomes guests to the property – merely a preview of 
sprawling gardens, wooded paths and lawns found on the meticulously maintained grounds. A 
hard-surface tennis court, swimming pool, gym and massage therapy room are among property 
amenities, with games of croquet possible on the manicured lawns next to the large lake. 

After refreshing, enjoy an afternoon at leisure to explore. Take a short stroll from the hotel and 
you will find yourself in the Christchurch’s Cultural Precinct, where you can enjoy the Canterbury 
Museum, Art Gallery, Arts Centre, and other wonders found in the historic inner city.  



DAY 9 
Christchurch 
Otahuna Lodge 
Breakfast and Dinner 

Your driver is at your total disposal for a day of exploration in Christchurch city. Visit the ‘Garden 
City’ on a leisurely private cycling tour (or walking if you prefer). With plenty of open space and 
fresh air, enjoy biking on the traffic free cycle-ways of Hagley Park, also known as the green 
heart of Christchurch. Get your bearings and soak up the atmosphere and sights of 
Christchurch, from the Botanic Gardens and Arts Centre to Riccarton Bush and beautiful Mona 
Vale Gardens. Stop at the Bridge of Remembrance where you have the opportunity to discuss 
with your guide the new vision for Christchurch, including plans of rebuilding after the 
devastating 2011 earthquake and restoring the city's heritage sites. You'll see more in two hours 
than most see in days—this is a great way to discover the ‘real’ Christchurch. 

Also included in your day-trip are tickets for a punting experience. Sink back into the velvet 
cushions of your boat as the Edwardian punter gently glides you through the gardens down the 
Avon River. 

Return to Otahuna and spend your last evening here in secluded comfort. 



DAY 10 
Christchurch to Southern Alps 
Grasmere Lodge 
Breakfast and Dinner 

Early this morning, board the famous TranzAlpine train, rated as one of the world's top six train 
journeys. From your carriage you will see the fields and farmlands of the Canterbury Plains, 
followed by the spectacular gorges and river valleys of the Waimakariri River. Your train then 
heads towards the Southern Alps where you disembark at Cass. You will be collected from the 
train station and transferred to Grasmere Lodge, where luxury and natural splendor come 
together in the heart of the Southern Alps. This traditional New Zealand high country station, set 
amid towering 7,000 foot peaks, offers a richness of traditional New Zealand hospitality.  

You will be collected from the train station and transferred to Grasmere Lodge. Amidst rolling 
pastures, backed by towering ranges and punctuated by stands of beech and evergreen you 
will find the historic Grasmere Lodge. Built in 1853, the original homestead still stands at the heart 
of this impressive lodge, a hub of activity and effortless relaxation in New Zealand's quiet 
countryside. 

Six rooms and two suites are found in the main lodge, each offering views over the lawn, farm 
and beyond to the lake. All rooms and suites feature inspiring decor, with artwork and colors 
inspired by the landscape and beautiful surrounds. Bathrooms are en-suite and feature Jacuzzi 
bathtubs, separate showers, underfloor heating and plush bath robes. 

Indulge in a full continental breakfast on the main veranda each morning before you begin 
exploring the region. Each evening, mingle with other guests and sample New Zealand wines 
and pre-dinner cocktails. Grasmere's chefs use seasonal, locally-grown produce to prepare tasty 
five-course dinners that leave guests satisfied both in quantity and variety of the cuisine. Dinners 
are served family style in the homestead's elegant dining room, but private dining is possible in 
the gardens and in other areas of the home.  

This afternoon embark on a 4WD farm tour, which takes you to viewpoints you couldn’t reach on 
your own. It gives you a chance to see the extent of the 13,000 acres of Grasmere Station, and 
to ask any questions you may have about the lodge, the station, or the country as a whole. 



DAY 11 
Southern Alps 
Grasmere Lodge 
Breakfast and Dinner 

The day is yours to fill at leisure. Activities at the lodge and beyond are plentiful. Take a tour of 
the farm and pastures by foot or horseback, or venture into Arthur's Pass National Park for 
kayaking, hiking, and sightseeing. Outdoorsmen will enjoy day trips to nearby sites for fly fishing 
and deer hunts. Embark by air on a flight over the countryside - a truly impressive and 
unforgettable journey. Relaxation at the lodge comes via quiet time in the library, a moment's 
rest poolside or a visit to the Mountain Spa for deluxe massage treatments. You might also opt to 
simply rest by the pool, be pampered in the spa, or picnic under a willow tree by one of the 
nearby lakes. 

This evening join fellow guests for your last dinner at the station, or if you prefer, share an intimate 
meal in the fireside Hawdon room, or the conservatory beside the rose garden – perfect on late 
summer evenings. 



DAY 12   
Southern Alps to Franz Josef 
Te Waonui Forest Retreat 
Breakfast and Dinner 

The clean air and bright skies of the South Island high country conspire to bring your senses alive. 
Refreshed and recharged, say farewell to Grasmere and join your driver for the journey to the 
West Coast. Along the way take in two major attractions in a country full of natural wonders – 
Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers. While many glaciers world-wide have been retreating, these 
glaciers still flow almost to sea level, making them unique relics of the last Ice Age.  

You will arrive at the launch site and board your private helicopter for a scenic flight over two of 
New Zealand’s finest national parks, taking in the gigantic expanse of both the Franz Josef and 
Fox Glaciers. See towering ice formations and top it off with a snow landing: a chance to set 
foot on snow and breathe the clean alpine air. Along the way, see the Tasman Glacier and get 
close to Mount Cook, New Zealand’s highest peak. 

Back on the ground, continue on to Te Waonui Forest Retreat. A leader among New Zealand's 
sustainable luxury hotels, the hotel has taken great care to preserve and celebrate the rainforest 
in which guests find tranquility and beauty. This effortless blend of environmental awareness and 
divine luxury makes Te Waonui the perfect destination for discerning travelers. Energy efficiency 
and sustainability are top priority at the hotel, ideals that are reflected in the finishes and 
architecture. Double-glazed windows, recycled building materials, natural lighting and locally-
sourced wool and timber all blend to create the inviting accommodations. 

The hotel's four separate wings—Kahikatea, Totara, Rimu, and Matai—are all linked by covered 
walkways, taking care to ensure guests feel completely one with nature. Each of the 100 rooms is 
furnished with organic cotton linens, down duvets, and en-suite bathrooms, most with separate 
walk-in showers. Luxuriate on the private balcony or courtyard of your room, taking in the sights 
of the rainforest, or remain indoors where the decor echoes the beauty outside. A personal 
pillow menu, high-speed Internet access and 24-hour room service enhances the appeal of the 
modern facilities. 

Dine in the aptly-named Canopy Restaurant, where the best in New Zealand's local produce is 
showcased on the international breakfast buffet and the five-course dinner menu. Enjoy the 
ambience of an open fire inside, or dine al fresco surrounded by the rainforest's all-natural 
decor.  



DAY 13 
Franz Josef  to Queenstown 
Eichardt’s Private Hotel 
Breakfast  

Check out after breakfast and continue with your driver to Queenstown. Your coastal drive takes 
you through the township of Fox Glacier, past towering Kahikatea trees and the thick temperate 
rainforest over the Haast Pass. Travel past Lakes Wanaka and Hawea, over the Crown Range 
and into Queenstown. Your driver will show you the best places to stop, there are several short, 
easy nature walks through the bush, including a valley walk which affords good views of the 
glaciers. Lake Matheson is famous for its mirror image reflections and there are short walks 
through the forest worth exploring near Haast Pass.  

Continue south with your driver along the rugged West Coast, through the scenic Haast Pass, 
Wanaka and finally Queenstown, the ‘Adventure Capital’ of New Zealand. Take time to stop on 
the way for photos and to enjoy short walks to stunning waterfalls - you’ll be disappointed if you 
don’t!  

After your long day journeying, check into your luxury accommodation, Eichardt’s Private Hotel, 
on its prime lakefront site overlooking Lake Wakatipu. The hotel was the original ‘watering hole’ 
for goldminers and has now been completely restored, not only to reflect its former glory, but 
also to accommodate the needs of discerning travelers from all parts of the world. Overlooking 
Lake Wakatipu, Eichardt's Private Hotel offers provincial luxury in Queenstown's historic district. 
The hotel's stunning scenery and world-renowned restaurant have been enchanting travelers 
since the mid-19th century. 

Just nine rooms and four luxury apartments comprise the historic hotel. Each suite is enhanced 
by a private fireplace in the cozy living area, a king-size bed, and a magnificent view over the 
lake or to the mountains beyond. The generous en-suite baths include a double vanity, heated 
mirror and floor, and a separate dressing area. The spacious and contemporary confines of the 
hotel are enhanced with unique antiques and artwork reminiscent of New Zealand’s colonial 
past. 

This evening you are free to explore Queenstown’s nightlife to discover for yourself the premier 
restaurants at your doorstep. 



DAY 14 
Queenstown 
Eichardt’s Private Hotel 
Breakfast  

Wake for breakfast today and get ready for an amazing aerial journey. No trip to New Zealand is 
complete without visiting Milford Sound, often described as the eighth wonder of the world. This 
morning experience the most dramatic scenery New Zealand has to offer. Your scenic 
helicopter flight takes you past the head of Lake Wakatipu to the glacial beauty of Milford 
Sound, including a spectacular view of Mitre Peak. 

Enjoy a cruise on Milford Sound before heading back through the mountains and valleys of the 
Milford area by helicopter. Make sure your camera is at the ready – these are sights you will 
want to keep forever. 

Return to the hotel this afternoon and spend the evening at your leisure. 



DAY 15 
Queenstown 
Eichardt’s Private Hotel 
Breakfast and Lunch 

Today you will continue to experience New Zealand’s great outdoors, starting with a 
spectacular 22 mile jet boat trip up the Dart River into the heart of Mount Aspiring National Park. 
From here walk with your private guide through the primeval native forest. The silence is 
deafening and the total wilderness is amazing. 

Enjoy lunch by a mountain lake where you may be joined by New Zealand’s birdlife; Bush 
Robins, Fantails, and Tomtits. Take in the scene this afternoon and explore this amazing area with 
your guide before returning late afternoon to Queenstown to enjoy your last night in New 
Zealand. 

DAY 16  
Departure 
Breakfast 

Following a relaxed morning, transfer to Queenstown airport where you begin your homeward 
journey. Bid a Maori farewell - Haere Ra! – to New Zealand before your flight onward. Perhaps 
continue your adventure down under with an extension to Australia, or head north to the 
tropical luxuries of Vietnam and Thailand. 

End of Ker & Downey Services 
We trust your journey will be a memorable one 
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