
Itinerary varies slightly prior to 01 Apr 2018. Ask for details. From 01/10/18 this itinerary changes
to 17 days and ends in Queenstown. Please enquire for details.

Day 1 – Welcome to Auckland

After arrival in Auckland you're free to explore the city. This evening join your Travel Director and
fellow travelers for a Welcome Reception and dinner at your hotel.  D

Hotel: Stamford Plaza, Auckland, 2 nights.

 

Day 2 – Auckland

Start the day with a tour of the highlights of this lively multicultural city, stopping to visit lovely
Queen Street with its many heritage buildings, and picturesque Viaduct Harbour. Later, a cruise on
the sparkling waters ofWaitemata Harbour offers panoramic views of the Auckland city skyline.  B

 

Day 3 – Auckland / Rotorua

You’re invited to lunch at the home of Lance and Bridgette O’Sullivan, New Zealand horse racing
royalty. Enjoy asumptuous country-style lunch at the Red Barn on their beautiful Waikato Farm
(from 01 April 2018). This evening, a very personal and exclusive cultural evening awaits you at the
Tamaki Family Marae. Experience a powerful Haka challenge and a spine-tingling Karanga as you
are welcomed to the land. Witness a concert showcasing traditional Maori culture, then enter a
private Whare (dining room) for a traditional Maori Hangi feast, which is cooked in the ground
using thermal steam.  BLD

Hotel: Millennium Hotel, Rotorua.

 

Day 4 – Rotorua / Christchurch

This morning after breakfast your first destination is Rainbow Springs Nature Park, where you’ll be
able to observe many species of the native fauna of New Zealand. The park is a key element in a
conservation project aimed at protecting the country’s iconic kiwi, and hopefully you’ll catch a
glimpse of this shy little flightless bird. From here you’ll visit Te Puia thermal reserve, encountering
bubbling mudpools, pools of boiling water still used for cooking, and stunning geysers. The Pohutu
geyser is the star of the show. In the afternoon you’ll fly to Christchurch, a city that delivers an
eclectic mix of historic elegance and contemporary culture and is considered the gateway to the
South Island.  B

Hotel: Novotel (Distinction Hotel from 01 April 2018), Christchurch.

 

Day 5 – Christchurch / Franz Josef

Travel today on the iconic TranzAlpine train through the Southern Alps to Arthur’s Pass, the highest
settlement on the South Island. The TranzAlpine, which is regarded as one of the world’s great train
journeys, passes through magnificent landscapes ranging from the fertile farmlands of the
Canterbury Plains to rugged gorges and pristine ice-fed streams and lakes. At Hokitika, stop to learn
about New Zealand greenstone (jade). Pounamu (its Maori name) is of great cultural significance in
Maori culture and was prized for its strength, durability and beauty. It was used for weapons, tools



Maori culture and was prized for its strength, durability and beauty. It was used for weapons, tools
and personal ornaments, and also denoted great status. See craftsmen creating jewellery from this
highly prized material before continuing to the town of Franz Josef, your final destination for
today.  BD

Hotel: Te Waonui Forest Retreat, Franz Josef.

 

Day 6 – Franz Josef / Queenstown

Drive over the spectacular Haast Pass this morning, passing the 96-metre Thunder Creek Falls, and
serene Lakes Wanaka, Hawea and Dunstan. Stop at the town of Cromwell and enjoy the tastes of the
delicious stonefruit for which the region is known. Next you’ll visit the historic goldmining
settlement of Arrowtown, where more than 70 original buildings from the gold-rush era are still
extant, before arriving in Queenstown. An orientation tour of the town, which sits on the shore of
crystal-clear Lake Wakatipu among dramatic mountain ranges, completes your day. This evening,
join your Travel Director for dinner at The Boatshed. Set in the restored historic Railway Shipping
Office and relocated to its lakefront setting in 1936, The Boatshed offers spectacular views of Lake
Wakatipu and the Remarkables, and is the perfect venue for your exclusive Highlight Dinner.  BD

Hotel: Millennium Hotel, Queenstown, 3 nights.

 

Day 7 – Milford Sound Cruise

Journey over the Devil’s Staircase and along the shores of Lake Wakatipu to Te Anau and its lake,
the largest in the South Island. Travel through the rainforest of World Heritage Fiordland National
Park, sighting glaciers and mountain ranges. Drive through the hand-hewn Homer Tunnel to the
numerous photo opportunities afforded by the Mirror Lake, Pop’s Lookout, Cleddau Valley and the
Chasm, Mitre Peak and Bowen Falls before reaching mystical Milford Sound. Enjoy lunch while
you cruise on this wonder of nature. Return to Queenstown this evening.  BL

 

Day 8 – Queenstown ‘Free Time’

Explore exciting Queenstown your way today. Jet boat rides and white water rafting will tempt the
adventurous, or you might prefer to tour the vineyards of the nearby Gibbston Valley. B

 

Day 9 – Queenstown / Christchurch

Travel today to Aoraki Mount Cook National Park, the home of New Zealand’s highest mountains
and longest glaciers. It is alpine in the purest sense, with skyscraping peaks and permanent
snowfields. Later, continue to Lakes Pukaki and Tekapo, where you’ll stop to view the famed
Church of the Good Shepherd. Morelea Farm, a working sheep property, will offer you a taste of
traditional New Zealand country life. You’ll be welcomed into the home and 600-acre garden of
Angie and Stan Taylor to enjoy a barbecue lunch while you learn about the joys and challenges of
farming in the foothills of New Zealand’s Southern Alps. Afterwards, travel through the lush
Canterbury Plains to Christchurch, where you’re invited to join your Travel Director and newfound
friends this evening for a Farewell Dinner.  BLD

Hotel: Novotel (Distinction Hotel from 01 April 2018), Christchurch.



 

Day 10 – Farewell to Christchurch

Say farewell to your fellow travelers when your vacation comes to an end this morning after
breakfast.  B


