
Zegrahm Expeditions: Wild Colombia 

 

Depart USA / Bogotá, Colombia  
March 5 
 
Board your independent flight to Colombia. Arrive in Bogotá this evening and transfer to Sofitel Bogota 

Victoria Regia for dinner and overnight. 

 

Bogotá  
March 6 
 
Rise early for a walking tour of La Candelaria and Plaza de Bolivar, the city’s historic center, filled with 

beautiful colonial architecture. Then visit the Gold Museum, which houses an extraordinary collection of 

pre-Hispanic artifacts. After this, take a cable car ride to the summit of Cerro Monserrate for a tour of 

the Church of our Fallen Lord, an iconic symbol of Bogotá. Enjoy lunch at a nearby restaurant that offers 

panoramic views over the city. Enjoy an afternoon of birding at the Hummingbird Observatory in La 

Calera. In the evening, return to the hotel for dinner and overnight. 

 

Bogotá / Pereira / Manizales  
March 7 
 
After an early breakfast, transfer to the airport for our flight to Pereira, then depart overland for 

Manizales, part of the Colombian Coffee-Growers Axis, Eje Cafetero. After a traditional Colombian lunch, 

tour one of the many coffee plantations to learn about this important cultural and economic 

commodity—from cultivation to toasting to tasting. Check in to the Hotel Termales del Ruiz, nestled high 

in the mountains of Nevados del Ruiz Park, for an afternoon at leisure to stroll the grounds, observe the 

hummingbirds feeders, or take a dip in the natural thermal-spring pool.          

 

Manizales  
March 8 
 
Spend the morning birding around the hotel and nearby Parque Nacional Natural Los Nevados. High-

Andean specialties and endemics found here include Andean condors; black-chested buzzard-eagles; 

gray-breasted mountain toucans; rufous-fronted parakeets, buffy and rainbow-bearded helmetcrests; 

tawny antpittas; golden-breasted and black-thighed pufflegs; crested cotingas; sapphire-winged 

hummingbirds; shining sunbeams; buff-winged starfontlets; and various mountain tanagers. Return to 

the hotel for lunch. Spend the afternoon searching for birds in the hotel’s extensive gardens and along 

the old road to Manizales. 

 

 



Manizales / Jardin  
March 9 
 
Depart before dawn for your drive to the Rio Blanco Nature Reserve, located just above Manizales. 

Considered to be one of the top birding sites in the world, the area boasts over 330 species within a 15-

square-mile radius. Here, it is possible to see up to five species of antpitta—slate-crowned, chestnut-

naped, bicolored, brown-banded, and chestnut-capped—along with rare masked saltators, ocellated 

tapaculos, and beautiful buff-breasted mountain tanagers. Return to the hotel for lunch, then depart 

overland for Jardin. Check in to the Hotel Hacienda Balandu and join an optional birding tour in the hotel 

gardens, or enjoy an afternoon at leisure. 

 
Jardin  
March 10 
 
Go birding at Ventanas Peak, searching for such species as rufous antpitta, slaty brush-finch, tourmaline 

sunangel, masked flowerpiercer, collared Inca, masked trogon, and yellow-eared parrot. Return to the 

hotel for lunch. This afternoon, visit an Andean cock-of-the-rock lek where we hope to find displaying 

males. Other birds that have been seen here include golden tanager, black-winged saltator, and 

Colombian chachalaca.    

 

Jardin / Medellin  
March 11 
 
Enjoy one last birding excursion and breakfast, then depart overland for Medellin. Winner of the 2013 

Innovative City of the Year award, Medellin is one of South America’s most modern and affluent cities. 

Check in to the Hacienda Fizebad for dinner and overnight. 

 
Medellin  
March 12 
 
Spend the morning strolling through the Botanical Garden of Medellin, home to 4,500 flowers and over 

130 species of birds. After lunch, take a walk through Comuna 13 to view the vibrant graffiti and street 

art that adorns the neighborhood. After this, visit Plaza Botero, which displays a number of sculptures by 

Colombia’s most famous artist and Medellin native, Fernando Botero. Return to our hotel for dinner and 

overnight. 

 

Medellin / Santa Marta / El Dorado Reserve  
March 13 
 
This morning, visit the Entre Flores, a farm that cultivates several varieties of orchids and hydrangeas. 

Transfer to the airport for our flight to Santa Marta. Upon arrival, depart overland for the El Dorado 

Reserve, which protects one of the most fragile and important zones in Colombia, the Sierra Nevada de 



Santa Marta, home to a large number of unique plant and animal species. Check in to the El Dorado 

Lodge for lunch. Spend the afternoon exploring around the lodge. In the late evening, you may choose 

to join an optional birding excursion to search for nocturnal species. 

 

El Dorado Reserve  
March 14 – March 15 
 
Head into the hills to Cuchilla de San Lorenzo to look for the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta’s astonishing 

21 endemic species, including Santa Marta antwren, Santa Marta parakeet, Santa Marta sabrewing, 

Santa Marta mountain-tanager, yellow-crowned whitestart, and sharp-shinned hawk. There will also be 

time to observe some endemic plant life and wax palms unique to this Andean forest. Return to the 

lodge for lunch. An afternoon exploring around the lodge may reveal white-tipped quetzal, Santa Marta 

foliage-gleaner, Santa Marta tapaculo, and streaked spinetail. 

 

El Dorado Reserve / Santa Marta  
March 16 
 
Enjoy a morning of birding at the lower elevations of San Lorenzo. After lunch, return to Santa Marta, 

Colombia’s oldest surviving city, founded in 1525. Upon arrival, check in to the Casa Carolina for dinner 

and overnight. 

 

Santa Marta / Cartagena  
March 17 
 
This morning, depart overland for a lovely drive along the coast to Cartagena, with stops for wildlife 

viewing and lunch along the way. Check in to Casa San Agustin for dinner and overnight. 

 
Cartagena  
March 18 
 
Today you will tour the architectural highlights of Cartagena, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Visit the 

Convent of La Popa, San Felipe’s Fort, and the Museum of the Spanish Inquisition. After lunch at a local 

restaurant, browse the colorful handicraft stores of Las Bovedas, where local artisans display their 

wares, stroll along the gorgeous white-sand beach, or simply wander the maze of cobbled streets and 

pretty plazas in the colonial center. Return to the hotel for a special farewell dinner and overnight. 

 
Cartagena / USA  
March 19 
 
Transfer to the airport for your independent homeward flight, arriving in the USA the same day. 


